Kohelet (Ecclesiastes)

English version by Len Fellman

sung in English & in Hebrew to the Megillot trope melodies of Portnoy & Wolff *The Art of Torah Cantillation’,

using the translations of

H.L.Ginsberg, Stone Ed. Tanach, Jerusalem Bible, New King James Bible, and the JPS Tanach (both 1917 & 1999)
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Latest version May 2, 2021
Chapter 1
1.1. The words of Kohelet son of Davrd who was krng in J erlllsalem
2 “l>3mpt1ness upon emptlnessf thus spoke Kohelet “Vapor of vapors;—all is in Valln
3 What prgﬁt [is there to a person\] [in all his labors] wherein he labors \beneath the sun?
4A generatron goes and a generatron comes But the eJarth forever ablldeth
5The sun riseyand the sun sets [Then to its place] [it rushes back] And it comes forth agarn
6 [The wind goes] [toward the south] [and turns arounj] [toward the north]
Round |and round goes the wmd and in its ¢ Jrclmg there turns back the wrlnd
7 [All the r1vers] run into the sea yet the sea is never full

[To the place] Where the rivers flow, [to that place]@nce againy they ﬂow

8 [All such th1ngs] are wear1some Jtisn tposs1ble for a man,[to speak them].

[No satlsfact1on] for the eye [to see them] \Not fulfilling for the ear, [to hearrjthem]

9 [That which has been] 1s that [which will be] [and that which is done] 1s what [Wlll be done].
Nothing is new,under the sun a
10 [Just take] [anything at all] of which they say, “Look here,, something new is hSre.”
Already it happened long ago,Qn the ages/[before our t1me]

11 They are not remembered,,[the former ones] so too the latter ones [that are yet too be]
[there won’t be>] for them remembrance, by those that will be [at a still later t1me|:]

12 T am Kohelet, and [I was the king] over Israel, in Jerusalem.
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1:131 applied [all my heart] [to seek and] search outf [by means of Wisdon;],

[what pertains to all]Qhat people dgunder heaven

[ This was indeed| | a task [quite grievous to perform]

[a task that was Zc;lven] [to us by God] o the children of many, o labor upon it.

14 I saw all the happenrngs that are dane under the sg\n

and beh&ld [that all of 1{] is f)utﬂe,\chasmg after the W}nd.

15 What is crojoked, one cannot make stra\ight.

[Of thrngs that are lackrng], they cannot be numbered

161 spoke to myself n my heart sayrng “II have 1ndeed] behéld [how I have grown rlcher]

and acqurred [more w1sdom] [than all of thos&]wvho ruled before meyin J er/usalem,

[and my heart]@as seen a great deal @f wisdom and knowledge

17 [And so I set] my heart to kncl)w w1sdom,@nd to know madness,and folly

[I came to knowl] that this tog, s chasing after the W}l’ld
18 [For 1ndeeg]\1n much wisdomyis much grrjef.

[end of chapter melody]He who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

Chapter 2

2:11 sa>1id to myself{ in my héart, “[Let me do thi&]:\I will try joy,,[and experience pleasur{e\].
\And I beheld that this too,was vzllnity.

2[As for laughtej] I said “It s mad ” As for me)rriment “What does it accomplish?”

31 sought in my heartko cheer—w1th Wrnej—my b(r)jdy,

[to direct my heart] to gurde it wrth Wrsdom and to embrace folly, [until I reached the pornt_] |

[that T might] [come to understand] ‘what indeed is good for the ch1ldren of men/
L

’
that they should do under the heavens [in the small number] of days of their l1|ves.
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2:41 expanded [the/ scope of my endeavors]

burldrng for myself houses, and planting for mgvrneyards

51 made rnyself gardens and orchards ,sand planted in thempall kinds of frurt trees.

6d made rnyselfpools of water to 1rr1gate [with thern] the woods full]@f grow1ng trees
7 I bought male- and [female slaves]. [Home-born servants]| I had also.

[ 0 ’ Ve J =L A
[And I had cattle]: herds and ﬂ(;cks in great numbers II possessed,

-
81 gathered to mé both sﬂver and gold, {reasures of klngs [as are found in the provinces].

[more than all of those\] who were before me,in J erlllsalern

I acqulred for myself both male [and female s1ngers]

[as well as the dehghts] of the common people ,filling my coffers

9 Thus I grew, and surpassed [all the other men] who came before meyin J eru\salern
\And yet did my wisdom,yet stand by me

10 Whatever [should come along] desned by my eyes [T did not deny 1t/] [to thern]

I held not back from my heart [one srngle Joy] for my heart took delight [in all my labors].
JIndeed this was my portion,, [from all of my endeavlers]

111 then [turned my thoughts] to all the achievement$ wrought by my hands

and the energy I had expended in d01ng them, and beheld

[that it Was] [all futrle] like chasrng the wind. (Chere is nothing of profit,under the sun

12 [Then turned] my thoughts to considering wisdom along with rnadness and f(r)jlly

[For 1ndeed]

*
[can a man do| [who comes along] after the k1ng‘7

Only what has already been done

13 But I percerved [that there is truly an advantage] to ersdom over fﬁ)\lly—
Jike the advantage that light has,over darkness

14 [The wrse man] has his eyes in his head but the fOOl’lIl darkness he wilks

I—
But II also reallzedthat the fate is the samthat befalls them b(l)th.
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2: 15& said to myselP [in my heart], “The fate of the foolfis to me also déstined.
[So what makes] [the wisdom I possess] for me thlen, an advrja\ntage?”
And I sa1d in my heart [that this too] is futile.
16 [Because n fact] [there 1fs no| rjemembrance [for the wise man]
[any more than for the fool | —forever, [in that what already is]
in the days to corne/wﬂl all be forgotten [For 1ndeed] the wise man dies []ust like the fool]
17 [And thus I hated/] h_fe 1tse1f for grlevous to mefwas éverything that is done under the s1H1\n:
Jt is all futﬂg,@ke chasing the wllnd
181 hated as well [all of my labors] in which I had t01ledjunder the Sl’l\n
For I [must leave 1t] toa mjantho will come after me.
19 And who [can know] [ifa w1se one| he will be ora fool?
He will rule/[over all the wealth]\ln winch I toiled and applied wisdonylll_nder the sin.
This to/o is fllltile.
20t came to this: thatLdespalred In my her]art
regardmg all of the labor [in which I had toﬂed]@nder the sun.
21 [So it 1s] [that a man] [who has labored] w1th wisdom and with knowledggand with sk111
[to another mar}] who has not t011ed] [for it], [leave to hzm] as his portlon
le(l)is too is futile,chasing after the Wllnd. ‘
22 [For indeed], what ha>s a mah [for all of his labor], and for the str}ving of his hian
\with which he has toiled,\under the SI|1n? . ) :
23 [And in fact], [all his days] [are truly full of pain], and grievous are his tasks.
Even nlghttlme gives no re_st to his herjart This thkS all fllltlle
24 [Is 1t not good for a man Just to eat and to drink,
[and to shovsg] [to his son&] satlsfictlon in his laPors?

This toofwas seen by me [to be one of those thing&]\that from the hand of God,is gilven.
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2:25 [For 1ndeed] [who is 1t] [who can truly eat],or feel enjoyment, other than myself7
k

26 F(;r to a manfwho is good in His s1ght [God on him bestows] wisdom and shrewdnessy

[to enjoy himself]. [But to him who goes astray] He gives the task of gathermg [and of storing up]
A ‘

[that he may give it over| [to one who is good] in the s1ght of God

[end of chapter melody]\T'his too is futile,;\a pursuit of the Wlmd

Chapter 3
3:1 To Sverythlng there is a season, a time for every purpose, wnder heaven
A

2\A time to be bormand a time to dfr\e A time for plantmg, and a trme ior uprooting the planted.

3A trme for klllmg and a time for healmg A time to break downj@nd a time to build up.
_

4
4 A t1me for weeping and a t1me for laughmg \A time for for mourning @nd a time for dancmg.

5 [A trme] [to be throw1ng] stones and a t1me to be gathermg st(H)\nes

A time to embrace and a tbme\for shunnmg cmbrlaces
L

r . . : :
6 A t1>me for seeking and a time for losmg. A time for keeping @nd a time for dlscardmg.

; . . : .
7 A time for tearmg and a time for sewmg A time for silence and a time for speakmg
> [

8 A tr;ne for lovrng and a tr_me for hatrng A time for war, and a time for peace

9 Now what proﬁt [has the worker] from that\n which he does torl?

101 observed [the assigned task] that [has been glven] [to men by God]—Qo the sons of man,,
(o occupy themselves v&llrth

11.All things did God make beautlful in their tlrjr\ne And also eternity He placed in their hearts
[and yet He hides from therr}] [in such a way] as to prevent [there being found by man]

[what really is the work]@emg done by Go@(rom begmnmg to end

12 [I then reahzed] [that in truth]\nothmg is so good,for them

than to be _]oyful, and to do what is good,in their hfetrme
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3:13 And also each person who eats and drinks should see the good,in all his libor—
[

(that a gift from God|truly it isl].

*
14 [And I realized| [that whatever has occurred |—|that Wthh] has been done by God

thrs will endure foréver. To it nol_thrng can be added [and from E] [nothing taken]away.
God has done it [that they be in awg] [before H1rr|1].

15 That which i$ has a_lready béen. Jhat which shall beJaLlready hippened.

[And yet does God] care for the pelrsecuted.

166And more did I noticejunder the sin'

In the place of Justrce [there is found] wrckednessLIn the place of righteousness,there is found e|v1l
[

17 Then sa1d I in my heart “Both the rrghteous and the wicked will be Judged by God

[He has set a tlmle] for every purpose [and for all that takes placs] on the earth ”?

18 And agaln I sa1d in my heart as concerns the chrldren of man, [that they are testej] by God
[so{ that it may be seen] that they can as beasts, behalwe .

19 [For as it concerns]| the fate of the sons of man‘and the fate [of the beasts],

[there is a s1ngle] fate [ for both of thern] As d&es the one{ sb d1es [the other one]

Jhe same life- breath have they bHo\th The super16r1ty of man over the beast is false

It all is but Vanlty

20 They all gosto the same place They all come frorn dust and they all Jeturn to the dust

21 And [who can know] [the spirit] of the sons of man, whether it r1sesjipwards

or the spirit of the beast, Whether it descends \down ;nto the{earth? ) :

22 [Andso I percerved] thLat [there is nothin%] better than that man rejoices in his endeavors,
for th1s is his pro\rtron

e
And who [can bring him] to see [end of chapter melody] [What will happen |,after his tlme‘?
J
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Chapter 4

4:1 Further [T went orﬂ to consrder [all the oppress1on]Qhat goes onJunder the sun:
[Take for example |the tears [of the oppressed] [and no one there] for them{[to offer comfort]
In the hand of their oppres_sorsfrs the power, but there is for them,no protector
2 [Therefore I pralsed] [I thought them more well- off]—the dead [who are already] gone
than the llvrng, [they who are the one\s] that must lrvejyet longer

3 [Better off] than both are those as yeynot yet ahve

[who have not] seen the acts of eV1l that are commltte@@nder the 51|1n

4And I came to see [all of the hard Work] [as well as(] all excellence in work [that the source of 1t]

Jds the rivalry of man, with his nelghbor This too is Vanlty and pursuit of W[ll’ld

5 The fool just f(_)lds his hands and consumes his own ﬂesh

6 [Better to be sure] to fill one’s hand,with qurjl\etness

[than to ﬁll] [both of one’s hands] with labor@nd vexation of spirit.

7 [And I contmued] [thus to contemplatk observing all the Vamty under the s1|1n

8 Cons1der [someone living alone] “Who has no company

Nelther [has he a sor%] nor a brother [does he have] [But there is no] end to his t01l

[Nor are his eyes] ever sat1sf1ed with rrljches

[For Whom—he might ask |—am I [working so hard] and denylng to myself what is goodr’
[This too] [is but Vamt( A sorry busmes s)it 1s
9Better off are two,[than one who works alone],
[because they can be sure] [that they will receiv&]@ good reward, for their labor.

10 [For ifL] [they should fall], /the one [ca;n lift up] his compinion.

[But alas for him] [who does] [fall down],\and there is no one else, [to help him up].

11 [And another thiné],\if two sleep together)[it is warn&] for thim,

[but one alons]—@ow will he be warmed?’
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4:12 [One might overpower/] [a s1ngle man] [but two together] [will stand upL] [to hinrll].
A cord [made of three-ply thread] is not readlly broken

13 [Better is a youth]~1a lad who is poor, but w,j1\se than a k1ng who is old but foohsh
[who in truth does nc&t] know how to heed warnings,any l(l)nger.

14\The former from a prisomemerged as the krijng,
[although it be the truth] that in his own kingdom m he was born as a pauper

15 [I perceive though] that all of the l1V1ng, [all those who walk] under the su\n

[that they sided] with the youth—[the second one] the one who w1ll stan@m his place.

>l6 There is no end [to the number of people] [all to Whom] [he stood as krng] [before them]
Jet they that come after, w1l_ll not accla\1m him. This is \;amty, chasing after the wlmd.

17 Guard [carefully your steps] [when you would] walk to the house of God

[Better draw near| and hearken, than be like the foolst1th their g\ffermgs

[
[end of chapter melody]\[t 1s not known to them, that they are doing lev1l.

Chapter 5

5: l/Do not be rash with your mouth\, [and let not your hearst] [act hastil\y]@o utter a word,
in the presence of Gg\d, ]

silnce [God is i1>1] heavenfand you are on earth. [And therefor\e]\let your words,be felw.

2 [In a like manne{] \as comes a dreamy due to much act]\vity,

\so does talk that is foolish\come from much speakrng

3 [When it happens]O that you should make a VOW\—[YOH make a vow to God]

[do not delay] [to carry it out] [for 1ndeeél]@od takes no pleasure;in fopls.

Whatever you have vowed, ,[carry it out].

4 [Ttis bette)r] [not to makeL] a V,(j)\W, [than to make a VO\Z]@.Ild fail to fulflrll it.
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5:5 [Do not let] your mouth bring gullt on your ﬂesh

[and do not declare] before God’s messenger that in error, 1, you spoke

[Why 1ndeed] [should you anger] God by your talk and destroy the work of your hands

6 [For it 1s] [that in the multltude] of dream there is Vamty, [as too in a surfeljt] of tilk

Rather hold God,in alwe ) ) :
7 If the oppress10n [of the poor] or violation of j1>1stice and righteousness you should see in the state,
[do not be surprlsed] at the majtter

F or [one high official | gver [another ofﬁmal] is watchmg, [and higher ofﬁmals] [watch over him].
8 The profit from the langrs for all to recrjelve «Even the kingto the land is mdebted

9A IQ\/er of money is not satrsﬁed with money nor the lover of wealth,with hlS glcome

This t90 is Vamty. .

10 With the increase of his goods, [they increas)e] who consp\me them.

What advantage has its owner except\o see them with his eyes.

11 Sweet is the sleep of the laborer Wwhether he has little or much,to eﬂat

but the abundance [of the rich man] [does not in the least] perm1t him, to sleep

12 [There is] an eV1l quite dlsgustrng that I have seen under the Slj\n

[namely that of rrcheé] that are kept by their owner, [to his own detrlmenlt].

13 [When they are losé]—Kthese riches,—through a venture ill-concej\ved,

he may bear a sonut in his hand he has nothing

14 [Just as>] he came from the womb of his mother naked\shall he return, going out,[as he came 1H11].
Nothing shall he take from his labor [that he may carry awaj] in his hand

15 Also thls is an evrl [to dlsgust one] Just as he came iny, so wrll he depart

[so what proﬁt] [does he have] that he labors for the wind?

|
16 Besides, all his days,in darkness does he erit, worrying greatlx@ sickness and resentment.
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5:17 [Thus I did conclude]—this [was understood by me]'

[best it 1s] and ﬁttlng [for a man to eat] ([)\and as well to drink] and to enjoy the good thlngs

[he gains from all work] |[wherein he labors] [underneath the sun]

[in the small number] [of days of his hfe] that were given him by Godj\for this is his portlon

18 Indeed [unto every man)] to whom was glven—[glven to him by God] fiches and property,
[to Whom God gave power] to eat thereof to partake of his portlon and be ha Jppy in his work—
[let him know th1s] a gift from God italli 1s

19 For not unduly will he dwell [on the few days] of his 11fe [because of the fact]
[that God keeps him bus@, end of chapter melody] [and prov1des hnn] with joy in h1s hel:art.
Chapter 6

6:1 There is an evilthat I have seeryll_mder the sg\n.@ grave one it is,for man.

L p
2A man to whom [is given to him]'[ granted to him by God|—[abundant riches],

Qs well as property and honor\ [so that there is not] a lack—[a need w1th1n his soul] |
of all [that he might have desne] [but he has not the mean>s] from God to [partake of 1t]
[because it happens that]@nother man—a strange J—enjro\ys it.

Thls [indeed is Vanlty] \A grievous ill it 1s .

3 [If he should have]—a man—[even one hundred clnldlen] [and if his years]

‘are many 1n his 11fet1me [if great they are | 1ndeed [each living day of his years]

but his soul [is not corlltent] [with the good thlngs], if even b}rlal [is not glven] to hrr\m,
[this is what I then say]:better off than he)is a st]llbirth.

4For futile is its coming and in dal_rkness it depra\rts. In dajkness\its very name is enveloped.

5 Though the sun he has not seennor a_nything kngwn,

" \zaches (fulfillment) has the latter,[more than the former],

. .. e . :
6 even [if the man had lived] a thousand years [or twice that], but gogdness never sa\w.

[For is it not the cas&], that to one place,do both retlllrn.
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6:7 All the toil of a man,[is but for his mouth\], yet his sgulds not fulf}lled.
8 [For indee&],@hat advantage has the W-lSC man,over the f(;ol?

[What of the poor rnalr_l] [who knows how] to walkxthrough lilfe?

9 [Better too it i\s]\the sight of the eyes,[than the wandering of the soujl].

Even this is Vanity and pursuit of wilnd.

10 [Whatsoever happens’], already/ has been gliven a na\rne.

It is kngwn that he is but a rnfa\n. He cannot contend with one stronger,than he.

11 [True indeed it 1s_] \thmgs in excess/produce more furtjrllty [ What then is besjt] fora maltn‘7
12 For [who can know] Swhat is good for a man [1n his hfe] [in those few days]

(that he lives so vainly,, pa_ssrng like a shra\dow? And tog who can te_ll a man

[end of chapter melody] What will take place after himy,under the sun?

Chapter 7

7:1Better a good namgthan oil that is ﬁne Better [the day of death] than the day of b1rth

2 [Better it 13] to go [to a house of mournlng] than to go {10 a house of feastlng,

[by virture of the fact] that thzs is the end for all people The 11V1ng@hould take it to heart

3 Better feel grief)than laughter \Indeed a sad face \leads to gladness of heart

4 The heart of the w1se/ is in the house of mourn1ng, The heart of the fooL\n the house of laughrng.
5(Itis surely betterl] to l1sten to the rebluke of a WHI\SG man,

[than that a person]| should l1sten\to the song of a fool

6 For like the crackhng of thorng under a kéttle i bs the laughter of fools This too is Van1ty

7 And oppres51ogmakes a folol of the wr1\se man. Debased is the heart by a g}ft.

8 [Better it will be] the end of a mattey than is the begrjinning.
Better a patient spiritythan a haughty one.

9Don’t hasten in your sp1r1jto get angry Indeed anger —Jn the bosom of foolsjabldes
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7:10 [Do not askﬁ “How [is it:] the>1t the daysf of dld were better days,than th,e\se?”
[Because in fac\_t]\not prompted by wisdom,do such questions ccl)me.
11 Good is wisdom as a legacy, of great proﬁt\for those beholding the s1|1n.
12 [For it might be sald] the shelter of w1sdom is like the shelter of mo\ney
What advantage is knowledge" Wlsdorn Jdmparts life to its (l)wner
13 [Observe then| the Worklngs of God
For [who is 1t] tI{at can [make stralght agarn] that Wwhich God has made crooked?
14 In the day of good fortune dwell in the good Jdn the day of misfortune ,lcons1der
both the former and the latter were brought forth by God [in order that]
[there bef not| [found in God] [when asked by a man] [afterwardj] any fault
15 All this have I seeryin my days that are ﬂeetlng [There is the] tzaddik (the righteous man)
who d1es in his gorjodness [and there is the] rasha (the evil man) who endures [through his eV11].
16 [Do not be] a tzaddik excessrvely [Do not play the wise onj] too mu\ch
[Why should you] be left desolate?
17\Do not play the rasha to exc.esg—yes be not a foﬁol. Why should you diebefore your tilme?
18 ;Best it is that you grasp the one, [but of the other] don’t let g0 your hand.
\The one Who fears GodJ@oes his duty through both things.
19 Wrsdom [gives more strength] to the wrse [than do ten] rulers\that are to be found in the 01ty.
20 For [among men]Qhere is none who is righteous,on e;arth—
one who does only good,and does not stray
21 Also [to all of the words] that people say, do not take them to heart,
[in order that yog]kdo not hear your servanyreV}le you. A
22 [For indee&] there have been many times,—this you kncl)_w in your heHart—
\you have yourself,reviled others

23 All th1s I have tested Wlth wﬂl\sdom I thought [T could become w1se] but 1thas beyond mle
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7:24 [Elusrve 1ndeed] [is that which occurs] Jtis so very deepj, who can fathom 1|t‘7
25[Sol tumed about] [and I apphed] my m1nd to study and search out

\fo look for wisdomyand for rea\sons, to knowfwlrckedness and stupldlty, fojolishness and mzlldness.

26 Q?Vhat was also clear to me\: bitter [even more than death] 1sa woman(

[the ohe who is] [made of all snares] [and a hunting net] is her heart fetters are her hra\nds

[A man who is good] [—who stands] before Godfeludes her,[but the smful man]ks caught by her

27 Sedl Th1s [is what | found]—thus speaks Kohelet—ltem by iteny in my search for relasons

28 [As for all these thlng\], further sought my soulJ, but 1t could not ﬁnd.

[If there was a man], it was %ne in a thousand I found A woman among these/did I not ﬁnd

29 But se¢ that th1s [I did ﬁnd] [I came to know] [that when man was made] [—when God made]
[the human belng] [God made him s1mple],

[end of chapter melody \but they have sought to make accounts;— {o reason undl]ly.

Chapter 8

8:1 Who is 11ke [a wise man],@nd who knows the 1nterpretat10n of th1ngs‘7

The wr{sdom of a man brlrghtens his face sthe sternness of hlS facg is transﬁl)rmed

2[1 say] [that the king’s command] [should be kept], [this you should do]

for the sake ©f your oath to God

3 [Do not be in haste] [to leave the presence] of the klng, [don’t take a stanjl]

using Wli)l'dS speaking iv1l, [for 1ndeeg],@hatever he wants, he can d(l).

4 Since the word of the kingjhas authro\rity. Who can say to him, “[What are you doing?l]”
5 He who kle_eps.his command ill not know,a word of ,?\Vﬂ'

Both tilrne and justice are known by the heart of wlisdom.

6 énd for each experience there are both tlime and jrljl\stice.

\For, the evil of man,weighs heavily upon hlim.
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8:7\For no one can know [ that which will be]
r

[At the moment] that a th1ng is to happen [who is there]Qhat could tell him about it?
W- |
8 Nor [is there for a man| pgwer over the Wlnd to hold back the w1nd

[
No dehverance by W1ckednessj[for the possesser thereof]

r
[nor has he] power over the day of death. Jhere is no discharge from that wr]ar.

9 Al th1s] have I seen and appl1ed my héart [to observe every deed] that is dongunder the su\n.
[Knowmg the tlmes] in wh1ch [there does rule] [one r}nan]over another,\o do harm to h1|m

10 [And along with all thls] [here is what I have seen|:‘wicked men brought to burial,

[They had often come] to the makom kadosh (the holy place) and profaned it.

But forgotten in the c1ty were those [who did rlghteously] This too is Van1ty,

11 In that [they do not carry out] the sentence@or acts of wrongdomgjpromptly

[ And this provides the reasorl)] [why so fully s\et] [are the hearts] [of the sons of me{_l]

[within them]\o do elvil

12 [If there be] [a sinful man] who does [an evil deed] [a hundred t1mes] and prolonged are his days

>[even so| itis known by me [that it w1ll] be well [for those who fear]| God

for those who have awe,in God’s presence.
- I .
13 But well it shall not be [for the wicked man]wor shall he prolong his days,,
L

[that are like a shadO\;v\] [owing to the fact] that he has no feay, yn the presence of God

s

14 [Here is a vain thing], that [takes place] on the earth: [it can happen that | there are [r1ghteous men]
of whom [it is requ1ted] then for the deleds of the w1cked [and there alre] [w1cked men]

of whom it is requ1ted them,for the deeds of the r1ghteous [To this I say],Qt is all Vamty

15 [Therefore pra1sed] by me/was szmchah (enj oyment) since there [is nothing better] for a marl
under the sun (than to eat and to drink,and be merry [ These things will 1ndeed] ’

attend him [in his labor] [through the days] [of his l1fe] that are granted him by God,wunder the sun.
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8:16 [When I] appl'ged my heartfto [know wisdorrl]

and to observe all the busmessthat goes onyin the wgrld—

[for just as] by day, [1t happens by nrght] [that in fact slumber] by my /yes are not seen
17[And I percewed] [all the worklngs] of God: [that 1ndeed] ‘it is not possrble [for a man]
to fathon the events, the acts that are done [under the sun]

c[)\for the reason that]| although [he laborss] [a man struggles har(\j]—[to seel.c it ouﬁ],

he farls [to find them out]. Even if it be clz>t1med by a sagef| [that he knows it],

A
[end of chapter melody] gven he will not be able, [to find out what it meansl].

Chapter 9
N ’ .
9:1 And [for all these things], [I laid it up]in my heart, [thus to make clear] all this:

[that in fact] [even righteous men] [people who are w1se]—the1r Wj)rks are in the hands of Go\d

[ Whether there be lovle_] [or Whether there be hate] [it is not] knownf by man.

[All of their causeﬁ] precede him.

2 [All thmgs 1ndeed] allke [to everyone] their fate is one to the rrghteous and to the wrcked
to the good to the clean and to the unclean

[to those who offer sacrlﬁce] [and to those who do nojt] Ioffer sfla\cnﬁce
f - . |
As to the good, so to the s1nner, [to him who swears an oath] [as to him|who fears an olath.

* .
3 [Thus it truly 1s]| [an evil there is indeed] in all that is done/under the sun:

there is but one fate for ej:/eryone [This is why] the heart [of the sons of men] [is full of malrce].

There is ma;dness in their hearts [while they do lrve] [after whrc/] [they go to the dead]
4 For hint who would be Jomed o all the 11V1ng there i is indeed hope:

A
/
A dg)g that is alive [is surely better off] than a hjon that is delad.

Kohelet - English & Hebrew w. tropes.odt pg. 15 of 20


https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%93
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%92
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%92
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%91
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%91
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%98_%D7%90
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%97_%D7%99%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%97_%D7%99%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%97_%D7%98%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%97_%D7%98%D7%96

DRI N DR 00002 A
D7 TR RN DRTR 0K
DNITR 03 1:072F N2w3 °3 1Y
3R 732 DORIP™D3 DNRIY™D3
552 0%iyY Tiy oprR phm
VJDW‘( nnn ‘IWDJ WWN

Y -mn‘7 nnnwa '7:& '[‘7 1
M¥Y 93279 77 3fvaa
ng~53 1 :ppnnN 0K
TUNIOY 1Y) 07329 70733 D
‘IWN (m}Y) D”n 1&1 v WDH"‘WN
1‘7:1 " w-‘vn NAARTIVR

' b2 W nnp 1) TN
TRYI 0N TR0 R D 7237
231 :WRWA NNn SHY NRXTIVR
023 Nipy? 777 Kgnn WY
T fiawn nwn PRS2 Ny
T2 AR WK YiRWa A0
WRWANND AR RV R Ry
0™ia3%2 N9 piRn 09p% XD "
oi) briz ©RaN7 87 DiT nHnHRd
N DRT & O3 WD 0237 N
"3 2010737 NR IR ag) NYd
D372 iV N8 OIRD YTRD D3
D™8¥2) Y ATiYna DRI
33 DWpY DA 123 NimKRY
D20 Ylanwa npY npy oIND
MR IR i3 2 :0RNS
2hy R0 91T Wnwn nnp
YR A3 DWIN NIOP TP T
ANR 22019173 720 8RN
{073 DTN D

9:5 [For at least] [those who are ahve] know [that they will djl\e]

[But as for the dead] ,[they surely do not] know [anything at all].

[There is not left] to thern/ any recompense, because forgotten,is their mernory.

6 Also [thelr loves] ,Jand as well their hatreds] and their Jealou51es have already perlshed
[Indeed a portlon] [they no longer] have on the earth AN that which is don ¢ under the s1|1n
7 Go and eat with j Joy your bread. Drink with a glad heart your vvrne.

Because already@pproved by God,are your deeds

8 [And so at all tlmesl]\let your clothes be wh1te May oﬂ@n your head not be lacking.

I
9 And spend your hfe with the wife [that you love] all the days of your life that is ﬂeet1ng,

[that God gave] to you under the sun all your days of futlhty, )

[fog\ 1ndeed] th1s is your pOI‘thIl/lfn l1fe and in your labor\n which you toil under the s1|1n.

10 [Whatsoever work]| [there may be] [that is found] [by your hand]

doing which—is within your powers,: (}8 it. [Because indeed| [there i§ no| do1ng, or plannlng,
learnrng or wrsdom [1n the grave—in Sheol] the place to which you,are going.

11 [I came back to thls] I saw that [under the sun] [it is not the ca/ge] that to the swrft goes the race\
[nor is it the case] that to [the valiant goes the battle] not to the wtse goes the bread

[nor is it tru/e] [that to the] 1ntelhgent go the rrches

[and as is also tru\e], not Just to the }l)earned, comes favor.% or a time of mischance, :comes to all.
12 [Since this it is that we do know |— [this indeed is true] It is not known by man

[when his time will come] Just as ﬁsh that are caught ina net that is treacherous

[just as the b1rds] are trapped ina snire [in the same way] are entrapped the chlldren of men

in the day of nnsfortune [when it comes upon thern] without wallrnrng

13[And something else] ] have seen this w1sdornjunder the s:jl\n. Great did :his seenyto me:

14 There was a small c1ty The people inside it,were fe\w [One day there came upon it] a klng'

[a great krng]—who proceeded fo surround it,\and built up against it

it great s1|egeworks.
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9:15 There was found [inside the tow ﬁ] a man who was poor/but wise. \And he saved the citx
[

with his Wﬁr\sdom But people d1d not remember\thrs man—this poor marb—afterward

16 Thus was noted by mé: Better is wisdom,than valor

The wisdom [of a poor manf] is scorned. His wsrds are not heeded

17 The words of the wise spoken qu1etly are heard more than the cry of a klngjover fools.
18 Better is wisdom,than weapons of Wir.

But one mistake [end of chapter melody] [can indeed bring to ruin]qnuch that is golod.

Chapter 10

10:1 Dead ﬂleS@ake putrid and fetid the oil of the perfumer.

[Thus is outwelghed] wisdom and honor @y a bit of folly

2 The heart [of a wise manf] [leads him toward the rlght], the heart of a fool,toward the left
3 [Even on the road], when the fool is walking his n|1_1nd is not prfe\sent.

Jhus he announces to everyoneJthat a fool he i e is.

4 If the sp1r1t of the ruler rises up [against you] from your place [you should not bungJ

since rna1nta1n1ng composure eases grave offences
H

5 There i is a great ev1l that I have seen under the su\n [It appears as an error]| proce)edmg from a rllller:

6 Placed 1S folly on herghts greatly est,]e\erned [while men of wealth|\the low places are tak1ng

T4 have seen servants Jr1d1ng on horses, [while noblernen]@re walking like servants,on the grolund.
f\ .

8Upon digging a pit,, inside it one falls. \After breaching a wall,.one is bitten by a snake.

9 [He who quarr1es] stones will be hurt therewr]rth +He who splits woodais endangered therehy
10 If blunt [should be an ax]—rf one 1ts edge has not honed—more streJngth must one exg\rt
Jhe advantage that brings success is wlrsdom.

1 1\If the snake bites,[before the snake-charmer actrs\],

it brlngs no advantage to have [a master charmer].
- I
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10:12 Words from the lips of a wise man,bring favor, but the lips of a fool,bring I'Lllll’l.

13In the beginning the words from his lips are foolrshness

but the conclus1on [of his talk] is madness altogether

14 The fool multrphes wHordS Not known by a man is what is to be.

As to What] [will take place] [after h1m], who Qould adv1se hrlm?

15The exertions of a fool,[wear him out], until he does not know,\how to get to a town

16 [Woe to you] O land whose klng isa Chlld and whose mjmlsters in the morning are felastmg
17 But blessed is the land whose k1ng 1s nobly born

whose m1n1sters/ [at the proper trme_] do d1ne wrth restra)int@nd not through drllmkenness.

18 Through laziness [appears a sag] in the ceiling.

Jhrough slackened handsj@ppears a leak in the house

19 For revelry they make a banquet With wbne they bring gladness to l1fe

But mOoney @nswers all needs

20 Even [in your thoughts] a krng [do not reV1le]

Even while i in your bédroom [do not curse] the rj\ch For a b1rd of the arrf may carry your Vo1ce.

[end of chapter melody 1A creature with wings, @ w1ll broadcast your words.
I

Chapter 11
11:1 Cast your bread,on the face of the waters, since after many days,[you will find i‘lt].

2 Give a portion to seven,, or even to elght

>Indeed you do not know what eV1l w1ll occuryon the elarth

‘ :
3 If filled are the clouds with rarn, on the earth they will pour down.
If [there should fall a tree] to the south or to the north,
\ 3 J oL A
[in that very plac&]kthat falls the treg ,there it shall llie.

4 One who watches the wind,will never so\w.@ne who stares at the clouds,will never reap.

Kohelet - English & Hebrew w. tropes.odt pg. 18 of 20


https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%90_%D7%93
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%90_%D7%92
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%90_%D7%91
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%90_%D7%91
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%90_%D7%90
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%9B
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%9B
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%98
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%98
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%97
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%98%D7%96
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%98%D7%95
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%93
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%92
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%91
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%91

M TR BT I0R WK O
N7 123 NX700 10R3 DRRYD
WK 0K Appn g DN

PI1IRA2 15907 N8 Ny

2 T MIATOR 2997 TN
TR AL AW AR DT R
:0"210 TR DIPIVONR)

nigT? 013wy 2101 TiRD Pinm 1

NA DIWTDR "D 0 WRWITNR
951 NRY? D723 OIRD W

T NE07R WD RN
N3 N © 537 RIY3
"3 27 I IS

727 °2772 77 TRiMna
PR3 "2 YT TIY R
R 1 :0IYR3 DR TR
TIWIN NP7 AR T390 DY3
D930 PN MT?a"3

I TRYITNR DN R

7 IRDRD YR T RN
TNR WK DY W A0
TR T3 :pAN 003 7 TN
R RD Rl TUnneKy
MR DIR7 13Y) 0731
man nY WY i3 3 :owsn
1202 M WIR W
niRI 19w PR *2 Nanbn
:Nia783

11:5 [Just as glou] [do surely no‘g] know'the way of the wihd,
[
or how the bgnes [grow in the womb] [of a pregnant woman\]
[in the same way] [you cannot] know the work1ngs of God, the One who makes itall happen

6 In the mornmg sow your seed in the evejnmg do not hold back your harld

p
[For indeed],you surely do not know'which %ct will succeed, the one or the other,

: \or if the two are equally, good.

7 Sweet is the light. It is good to the eyes\to see the s1|1n.

8 [For in fact] 1f the ygars [are many in number]kn the life of a man,,[let him all of them] enjoy:

Let him remember the days of darkness,@f wh1ch many there will be . Y

9 RGJOICG [young man] [in your youthful years] Make glad your heart in the days of your ch1ldhood

And walk in the path of your héart and in the s /ght of your eyes [But this you must know]
[that in fac‘st] [for all these thmg“ you will be brought by Godjto Jllldgment

10 [Do away witl&] Vexation/[from your heart] aand put away evil from your fl,e\sh.

[end of chapter melody] For childhood and all the black hair of youth,—[all will be ﬂeetin%].
Chapter 12

12:1 So remember your creator in the da ays of your youth

unt1l a t1me should comef that the days are dlfﬁcult and the years arrive in wh1ch you say,
“There is nothing in them for m: Jthat gives pleasure )

2 [Wh1le the time 1is still here] in which not darkened is the sun and the llght

nor the mgop and the stHa\rs, when not yet return the cloudsjafter the ram.

3 [In the day| [when the arms tremble]: “the kel_eper/s of the house”; [when the legs stoop]:-

“The men of \H/alor”; when ceases [the grinding mill] (the teeth) slnce [the grinders are few],

\and grown dim are those that gaze,through the windows (the elyes).
I
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12:4 And clgsed are the doors'to the street (the e:ars), [when one rises up/] at the sound of a b:1rd,
[and brought low]\are all the daughters of song.

5 And when heights cause one fear/ as does Iterror on the road' when blossoms [the almond tree]
[and heavy with food] is the grasshopper [and again there buds] [the caper bush]

[while sets out] a ma for hrs home everlastlng,@nd going about in the streetsJare m(l)urners

6 [Do 1t] before is snapped the cord of silver and is shattered the bowl made of gold

and is broken the jug { at the sprmg, and crushed is the whee}: at the well

7 [Then all will return]

[as dust, it return&] [into the earth] [as once it emerged],
A

and the lifebreath returns unto God (the One who bestowed it.
[

8 [Futile it all 1s] [and emptmess] J'hus speaks Koheley @ll of it is fut11e

9 [And one further word]: \Because Koheletywas a sage contmually [he taught knowledge] to the people

He pondered [and sought out] [and arrangej] roverbs in great nlllmbers.

10 And sought Kohélet to dlsccjver [words of dehght]

\and recorded straightforwardly,, words of tnllth.

11 The saying of the wise/are like spu]rsilike nails implanted,—by the masters assS\mbled,

[all transmrtted] by the ro eh echad [the one shepherd]

12 And furthermore of these thrngs , [my son, do glve] heed

of wr1t1ng books in great numbers there i is 1o énd. Jo study excessively @akes weary the b(l)dy.
13The end of the matter , with all said and done:

God should be feared and His commandmentjs obsérved: [for this it 1Js] [that makes the whole man].

L I
14 Sll’lCC [all of the deeds] [God Hlmself] will bring to judgment,, even all that is hrdden
[end of chapter melody if not repeating 13] [whether it be of good|, [or whether of G|DV11].
J 4
13 repeated The end of the mattep , with all said and doHr\le: Go>d should be feared,

and His commandments obsérved: [end of chapter melody] [for this it ijs] [that makes the whole man].
I
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Len Fellman’s English readings with tropes

The purpose of this project isto translate THE SONG OF THE TORAH into English.

| work by comparing as many as ten English translations of a pasuk and creating a cantillated English sentence that sounds as much as
possible like the Hebrew. They follow the Hebrew as closely as possible, word for word and trope by trope. The English language has an amazing
flexibility, making it possible to make the English word order match that of the Hebrew quite well, allowing for some “poetic licence”, and some
willingness on the part of the listener to be “carried” by the melody more than by the English syntax. The translation needs to sound good when

chanted, but not necessarily when spoken or read.

Unlike most tranglations, these “transtropilations” are not intended to be a substitute for the Hebrew. On the contrary, they are meant to
provide a “window” into the Hebrew text and its musical expression. My ideal listener knows enough Hebrew and has enough interest to follow the
Hebrew in abilingual text while the leyner is chanting the English version, to bring the Hebrew text to life, both verbally and musically. For this
purpose | use exactly the same tropes in the English as in the Hebrew (almost always on the corresponding English word).

The texts can be used to do consecutivetrangation, i.e. leyning a phrase in Hebrew, followed by the corresponding phrase sung in English.
Some of my recordings demonstrate this. | do this frequently when leyning for groups that either know little Hebrew, or that don’t have a chumash in
front of them.

| favor literal trandlations (e.g. “cut a covenant”) to call attention to Hebrew idioms, and towards simpler (even if less accurate) words (e.g. Ex.
12:7 “beam above the door” rather than “lintel”) to be easier to follow. If my readings provoke a discussion of the Hebrew, | consider that as justification
for using less-than-idiomatic English. | try to find just the right balance between “literalness” and “listenable-ness”. A primary goal is throwing light
on the Hebrew syntax.

In order to adapt the trope symbolsto aleft-to-right language like English, | reversed the direction of the trope symbols:
N Q
mercha tipcha munach te\d r mapakh or yetiv kaﬁma or pashta geresh gershaﬁ\ m telisha katanap telishagedola
N\ J L : >

(Generally speaking the conjunctive tropes such as mercha, munach, mapakh, kadma, and telisha katana “lean toward” the words they “conjoin” to, while the
digunctive tropes such as tipcha, geresh, gershayim, and telisha gedola “lean away” from the words that follow, so as to create a sense of separation.)

The trope symbol is normally placed under the accented syllable, unlessit is apre-positive accent (telisha gedola, placed at the beginning of the word
or phrase) or a post-positive one (telisha katana or pashta, placed at the end of the word or phrase).

The Hebrew text frequently puts a makkeph (which islike a hyphen) between words in order to treat them as a single word to be chanted. |
use adifferent system for English: If an entire English phraseisto be chanted to a single trope melody, | place it between grey brackets, asin this
phrase from the Book of Lamentations:

[clingsto her skirt§]

The leyner isinvited to fit this phrase to the Eicha “rivi’i” melody in whatever way seems most natural.
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Asavariant of the “grey bracket” device, | indicate pairs of tropes by “wrapping them around” the phrase which have the combined melody:

merchaltipcha  kadmal/geresh (or: azla, etc.) mercha siluk
\Renew our days, ”She weeps bitterly> afire-offering to Gcl)d

Again, the leyner should decide on the most natural way to fit the phrase to the combined trope melody.

I put words in gray which I consider essential but which don’t strictly match the Hebrew. I also “pad” some phrases with extra words in gray
to fill out amusical phrase nicely. Different trope systems vary widely in the length of the musical phrase used, so the words in gray may or not be
used depending on the leyner’s cantillation system. In particular, the tropes telisha g’dola (), legarmeh, metigah-zakef, and pazer vary widely in the
muscial phrases used for chanting. (And please indulge me in my whimsical treatments of shalshelet.)

“Metigah-zakef”is a specia trope combination which can be recognized by a kadma and a zakef katon appearing on the same Hebrew word
(again, amakkeph makes two words into one). (There are several examplesin Genesis 18 & 19, beginning with 18:16). | indicate this by placing the
corresponding English phrasein grey brackets: p .
Take heed—take care for yourself

In some trope systems (viz. cantor Moshe Haschel in “Navigating the Bible 11”) this is given a distinctive melody—I add extra syllablesto fill out

the musical phrase (as in “take care” in this example). Haschel’s system also chants the trope munach as legarmeh more often than other systems do.
| don’t write a single word of transation without first hearing the melody of the phrase in my mind, following one of two trope systems:

The one by Portnoy and Wolff (The Art of Cantillation) or the one by Joshua R. Jacobson (Chanting the Hebrew Bible).

| transcribe the name as YHwWH (in small caps). | amost always chant this as yud-hey-vav-hey, which | have discovered fits marveloudly into
severa of the trope melodies. But of course the leyner can choose to pronounce it as “God” or “Adonai”.

Warning on the Hebrew text: The text | use for the English trope system is from Aryeh Kaplan; the Hebrew text | display is from Wikisource.
Occasionally (but rarely) a phrase will use different tropes in the two systems.

The English trandations | mostly use (besides several scholarly commentaries) are the following:

Aryeh Kaplan, “The Living Torah’ (1981) (also my source for proper names & transliterations)

Richard Elliott Friedman, “The Bible With Sources Revealed’ (2003)

Everett Fox, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (1997)

The Stone Edition ‘Tanach’ (1996)

JPS “Hebrew-English Tanach’, (2™ Ed. 2000), along with Orlinsky, ‘Notes on the New Translation of the Torah’ (1969)
Robert Alter, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (2004)

Commentariesin the *Anchor Bible” series

Rotherham, The Emphasized Bible (1902)

The Jerusalem Bible (1966) (also my source for topic headings)

The New King James Bible (1982)
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